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Executive Summary

1.1

1.2

This report seeks approval to allocate funds totalling £195,000 for the 
extension of a football pitch at Rutherford Park, Wardle.

These funds relate to Section 106 contributions received by the Council for 
improvements to formal sport facilities in the Borough.

Recommendation

2.1 It is recommended that Cabinet Members approve the allocation of £195,000 
to extend a football pitch at Rutherford Park, Wardle.

Reason for Recommendation

3.1

3.2

Rutherford Park is the home of Wardle FC, a large club providing both open 
age and junior football, however pitch demand currently significantly exceeds 
capacity at Rutherford Park. The creation of a second full size pitch will 
increase playing capacity for both open age and junior football.

Contributions have been identified from the development of the former Birch 
Hill Hospital site and development at Tarnside Close, Smallbridge. Both of 
these developments will contribute to demand for formal sports provision in the 
Pennines area, particularly the Wardle and West Littleborough Ward.

Key Points for Consideration

4.1

4.2

Rutherford Park currently provides one full sized football pitch and one junior 
football pitch, the extension of the junior pitch in to a full size pitch would allow 
for increased play at both junior and open age levels.

Wardle FC have been successful in developing youth and open age football in 
the Pennines area, they are experiencing high levels of demand, in part due to 
new housebuilding in the area, which cannot be currently be accommodated 



4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

locally. This investment in facilities will aid the club in meeting this increased 
demand in a sustainable manner. These works are identified in the Council’s 
adopted Playing Pitch Strategy.

In accordance with the relevant Council policies, the allocation of s.106 Formal 
Sport contributions received from new residential developments is considered 
on a strategic and Boroughwide basis.  As such, this requires Cabinet 
approval.

Rochdale’s Supplementary Planning Document ‘Provision of Recreational 
Open Space in New Housing’, states that contributions may be used towards 
the provision (including 20 year maintenance) and / or improvement of open 
space within 5 years of receipt. In the case of Formal Sport, this sort of facility 
is frequently accessed by car or public transport and therefore it would be 
acceptable for the areas to be provided in the same area of the Township as 
the development, and elsewhere in the Borough in some cases. All Formal 
Sport provision provided / improved should however, be easily accessible by 
public transport.

Formal sport provision is usually the provision of formal sports pitches, which 
are clearly laid out for that purpose, available for public use and frequently for 
supervised activities. Examples include tennis courts, bowling greens, sports 
pitches, athletics tracks, school and other institutional playing fields and other 
outdoor sports areas. It is important to note that these contributions cannot be 
used towards indoor facilities, except where these indoor facilities are 
essential to the function of outdoor facilities. Examples of which include toilets 
and changing rooms. In these cases, consideration will be given to the 
minimum requirements set out by the relevant sports governing bodies and 
leagues.

Alternatives Considered

The Council is required to spend s.106 Formal Sport contributions in 
accordance with legal agreements and local and national planning policy. Not 
delivering projects as set out in s.106 legal agreements would result in 
contributions being returned to developers and a loss of facilities for residents 
of the borough.

Costs and Budget Summary

5.1

5.2

5.3

Section 106 Formal Sport contributions are monitored and managed to ensure 
that they are received and spent in accordance with policy and financial 
regulations.

The total identified cost of £195,000 can be met from eligible Section 106 
contributions that the Council is currently in receipt of.

The funding of this project is made up from Section 106 contributions from the 
following developments: Prospect GB, Tarnside Close (£82,803.82) and 
Persimmon Homes, Birch Hill Hospital (£112,196.18).



Risk and Policy Implications

The projects contained within the report will be managed in accordance with 
the Council’s established project management methodology.

The need to enhance facilities at Rutherford Park through pitch extension is 
identified within the Council’s Playing Pitch Strategy.

Rutherford Park is one of two sites in the east of the Borough identified as 
potential sites for new Secondary School development. However, Cabinet 
have identified Littleborough Community Campus as the preferred 
development site

As identified within the report, contributions from s.106 agreements, must be 
spent within the parameters of each of those legally binding documents. 
Where the money is not spent within the appropriate parameters, then this 
risks legal challenge, which would present significant financial and 
reputational as well as legal risk to the Council.

Where there are any queries or where there is any uncertainty on spending 
contributions obtained through s.106 planning obligations, this should be 
raised and advice should be sought from Legal Services and where 
appropriate the Section 151 Officer, as any misspending may obviously 
impact on that function.

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

Consultation

7.1 Wardle and West Littleborough Ward Councillors have been involved 
throughout the development of this project. Pennines Township Councillors 
have been consulted and support this development.

Background Papers Place of Inspection

8.1 Provision of Recreational Open 
Space in New Housing 
Supplementary Planning 
Document

Planning and Development, Floor 3, 
Number One Riverside or online at: 
http://rochdale.gov.uk/pdf/2017-02-21-
recreation-open-space-spd-updated-
v2.pdf

For Further Information Contact: Nick Barton, Tel: 01706924847, 
nick.barton@rochdale.gov.uk
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